
Letter from your Region Collegiate Representative 
 
Hello SWE Members! 

 

This is Paula Ergueta, your Region B RCR!  I can't believe how quickly this year has gone by!  It 
was great to meet many of you at our Regional Conference in Vegas and I'm sure you all had a 

great time for those of you who got to be there.  I'd like to say congratulations to our RCR-elect, 
Bijal.  You all are in great hands with this leader!   
 

We are continuing to do teleconferences to promote idea sharing, if you would like to join 
please let me know.  You can contact me at anytime by my AIM screename: Region B RCR, 
or email me at pergueta@gmail.com.  It has been a pleasure working with you all so far this 
year, and I look forward to continue this job until the end of June.  Good luck this semester (or 

quarters!) and have a wonderful year! 
 

Sincerely, 
Paula Ergueta 

Region Collegiate Representative 
rcr-b@swe.org  
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Spring 2007 Society of Women Engineers 

Letter from the Editor 
 

Hey all you SWE folks.  
 

I made a website template!  This will make much easier for sections who don't already have a website to get 
one up and running for their local section.  The emphasis is on simplicity.  The only software required is a 
text editor and a web browser (which your computer already has!).  There is a How To document included to 
explain the basics of web sites, html, and css.  The template is posted on the region B website (swe.org/
regionb/info_col.html).  If anyone needs more details or technical support, let me know!  
 

As RCNE I've been expanding the position to more of a communication role and to help the RCR.  Check 
out the Region B website and the forum to learn more about what your Region B leaders have been up to. 
 

Kelly Seiler 
Region Collegiate Newsletter Editor 
rcne-b@swe.org 



Bijal Mehta, incoming RCR 
 

Hello Region B-ers! 
 

Thanks for your support in helping me 
join your collegiate leadership team!  It 
was awesome getting to know many of 
you at the Vegas Regional�Conference.  
For those of you I have yet to meet, my 

name is Bijal Mehta and I�m a 3rd year 
Aerospace major at UCLA.  I currently 

serve as the section President at UCLA and 
look forward to transitioning into the RCR this 

summer. 
 

Many of my most memorable college experiences and 
friendships I owe to 
SWE, which I have 
come to love during 
these past three years.  
This coming year, I 
hope to help continue 
making your SWE 
e x p e r i e n c e  a 
pleasurable one.  My 
g o a l s  i n c l u d e 
shadowing Paula until 
my term, working with 
Jessica to maintain 
i n t e r - r e g i o n 
communication, and 
continuing many new 
programs like the president teleconferences, region 
awards, and officer handbooks.  I�m already looking 
forward to Nationals in Tennessee, where I know we�re 
going to take our Region B spirit to the next level! 
 

Outside of class, I love traveling, watching movies, 
cooking, and playing just about any sport, especially 
skiing.  Feel free to start sending me your suggestions 
or even a quick hello.  Best of luck for finals! 

 

Bijal Mehta 
Region Collegiate Representative-elect 
bijal.mehta@ucla.edu 

Jessica Kiefer, incoming RCNE 
 
Hi Everyone! 
 

My name is Jessica Kiefer and I am going to be a 
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SWE has given me so many opportunities to 
network with professionals, collegiate members, 
as well as women role models out in industry. I 
can�t wait to be the RCNE for Region B during 

FY08 so I can continue 
t o  e x p e r i e n c e 
everything. 
 

My goals for this year 
are to work alongside 
Bijal to stay in contact 
with the Presidents from 
every section so we can 
have lots of material for 
each newsletter. I also 
plan to have a short 
sec t io n o f each 
newsletter devoted to 
National and Regional 
Conference since there 
is always so much fun 

stuff that happens at them!  
 

Don�t forget to submit your articles to me 
when the time comes!  
 

Jessica Kiefer 
jkiefer@calpoly.edu 
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February 18-24    National Engineers Week 
May 19   Region Meeting, San Diego, CA 
September 14-16 ABJ Meeting, Phoenix, AZ 
October 25-27      National Conference Nashville, TN 

Upcoming Events!�



We have a new Regional collegiate Membership Coordinator (RCMC)! 
 
Our Region's RCMC, Malia has relocated to Region A.  Her leadership, fresh ideas, reliable follow thorough 
and friendship will be missed by the Sonora Region members. It is no surprise that Malia is already making a 
name for herself in Region A, she is jumping right in and transitioning to represent Region A on the Mem-
bership Committee. 
 

Malia has volunteered to continue serving as our RCMC during the transition.  Jeannette Lindemann, SWE 
OC member, has been appointed as the Region B RCMC. Jeannette is a senior engineering designer for Stan-
tec in Irvive, CA and currently serves as the SWE OC Section President  and looks forward to running for 
Section Rep for FY08. 
 

A few words from your new RCMC... 
  

I am very excited to be able to work with the student sections in the Region, I have been the Professional 
Section Counselor for University of California Irvine and Cal State Fullerton I enjoyed working with those 

sections.  The student members are the future of the Society, I strongly believe that maintaining a 
strong student membership numbers will be make the Society healthier in the future and being 

able to contribute is important to me.  I wanted to get involved at a Regional level of SWE and 
being the RCMC is a great way for me to fulfill two important aspirations. 
 
I have been a member of SWE for more than 10 years; I joined while I was at North Dakota 
State, some of the positions I held are: SWE-OC ~ FY07 - President, FY06 - Vice President 
& UCI Counselor, FY05 - Cal. State Fullerton Counselor and Historian, FY04 - Cal. State 
Fullerton Counselor & Historian, FY03 & FY02 - UCI Counselor ;  SWE-NDSU ~ FY00 - 

Social Chair, FY99 - President, FY98 & FY07 - Fundraising Chair. 
 

I moved to Southern California after I graduated college and by being involved in SWE I have met 
some of my closest friends and many other interesting people.  I look forward to being able to get to 

know the Region B leadership  and meeting all the collegiate section representatives!  

Why Upgrade? 
 

WHY NOT!?!? The cost to upgrade to a professional membership is $20. (ONLY $20!) 
 

The twenty dollars includes professional membership dues for one fiscal year, a subscription to 
SWE Magazine and all of the other benefits included in a SWE membership.  
 

Professional Sections have the opportunity to pay for collegiate upgrades by using the special 
upgrade code, which is provided by HQ.  Contact your local professional section to see if they 
offer this or contact the professional section at the location of your new job! 
 

Some collegiate sections also have upgrade programs, since there is a collegiate membership 
award for sections with the most upgrades and the best effort put into upgrading! 
 

It’s a great investment to start the rest of your SWE career!  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to ask! 
 

Malia Francisco 
maila.francisco@swe.org 
FY07 RCMC Region B 



Letter From your Region Governor 
 

Greetings Sonora Region Members 
 

It was great seeing representatives from so many sections at the recent Region Conference in Las 
Vegas. I had a great time at the conference workshops, speakers and tours, but most memorable 
for me was the time I was able to spend getting to know everyone a little better. I hope that 
those of you who attended, will share your experiences with those who have never attended a 
conference, this may help encourage members to attend the next Sonora Region Conference 
in Pasadena CA in 2008. 

 

To increase communication I have begun publishing “Governor’s Notes’ twice a month with 
reminders, policy changes, upcoming events and note worthy information, these messages are 

posted on the SWE forum (www.swe.org/sweforum) and the region web site. I have established 
SWE "office hours" from 8am - noon PT every other Friday 

as my dedicated time for SWE work (it’s my 9/80 day off of work). 
You can call or email me anytime, but these hours have SWE priority. 
The exact dates may chance, so please reference the Governors notes 
postings for the most current schedule. 
 

The region council traditionally meets four times per fiscal year (July 
1 – June 30). 
We accomplished a lot during our most recent four hour meeting in 
Las Vegas. The 2008 region conference location and host committee 
was determined as well as approving the region bylaws. 
 

After the business portion of the meeting concluded, we determined 3 
projects to focus on for the remainder of the year: 
1-Region Awards Program 
2-Region Conference Procedure 
3-Region Networking & Best Practices 
 

Minutes and action items for each of the working groups have been 
posted on the forum. Each team will be providing updates at the May 
meeting. Please check out the info on the forum and contribute to the 
work of these groups. Each group is looking for volunteers, if there is 
an area you’re interested in, please let us know. 
 

It’s never too early to start thinking about the National Conference in Nashville. Please review the awards 
packages and start drafting your award submissions. If you’d like another set of eyes to review your 
submission, please send it my way. 
 

What are we going to do for Celebrate SWE? Please send your ideas and suggestions to Bijal or 
I so that we can bring home the next celebrate SWE Trophy! 
 

I would love to attend an event at your section, just send me the details and we’ll work to-
gether to get it scheduled. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything you need or have questions about. 
Deb Willems 
Region B Governor 
deborah_willems@raytheon.com 

Sonora Region Collegiate Sections: 
University of Arizona 
Arizona State University 
Brigham Young University 
University of California, Irvine 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, Riverside 
University of California, San Diego 
University of California, Santa Barbara 
California Institute of Technology 
California Polytechnic State University, Pomona 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis 
Obispo 
California State University, Fullerton 
California State University, Long Beach 
California State University, Los Angeles 
California State University, Northridge 
DeVry University, Phoenix 
Embry–Riddle Aeronautical 
Harvey Mudd College 
Loyola Marymount University 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
University of New Mexico 
New Mexico State University 
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology 
Northern Arizona University 
University of San Diego 
San Diego State University 
University of Southern California 
University of Utah 
Utah State University 



University of California, Los Angles 
 

Hello from UCLA! This quarter has been an excit-
ing and busy one for us, and we’re only four 
weeks in! We started of the quarter with a bang, 
leaving at the end of second week for Las Vegas. 
We were provided with an amazing opportunity 
to listen to excellent speakers as we attended 
seminars and workshops at the Regions B and J 
conference. We brought back memories, pictures 
and lessons to Los Angeles, where already, some of 
these lessons have been added to our weekly meetings. 
 

This January we 
held our 30th an-
nual Evening With 

Industry (EWI) in the Covel Grand Horizons Ballroom on the 
campus of UCLA. We hosted approximately 30 companies dur-
ing an evening of networking, food, fun, and prizes! The eve-
ning went off without a hitch as UCLA students capitalized on 

the opportunity to 
speak with recruit-
ers, hand out re-
sumes, enjoy a 
three-course din-
ner AND listen to 
Joanne Maguire, executive vice president of Lockheed Martin 
Space Systems Company. 
 

During the past month we have heard from speakers and panels 
from Amgen and Northrop Grumman. We have also held a re-
sume building workshop in preparation for Evening with Indus-
try. In addition, we recently held our first annual scavenger hunt 
with our school’s 

chapters of ASME and AIAA. When we’re not busy with 
outreach to the UCLA community there’s always 

plenty to occupy us in terms of strengthening the 
ties between SWE members though our mentor-
ship and outreach programs. We are currently 
gearing up for more info sessions, Girl Scout day 
and engineering week. The officers also enjoyed 
a meeting with Alumni at which we updated our 
alumni members on our progress this year.  
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The SWE-UCLA Board with Joanne Maguire at EWI 

Gingerbread house making social in the dorms 

UCLA Fingerprinting Booth at Girl Scout Kickoff  

A night on the strip at Regional conference 



University of Arizona 
 

The University of Arizona�s Society of Women Engineers Chapter has had a year of fun-filled 
activities!  From social to career-related, all the experiences have been enjoyable! 
 

Many of our members attended the National SWE Conference in Kansas City, Missouri in 
October.  It was a great opportunity for all who were able to go because it provided 
networking opportunities as well as job interviews for the upcoming summer. 

 

This past fall, the annual SWE and NSBE event, Evening with Industry, was held.  Many 
companies including Texas Instruments, Boeing, and IBM were in attendance.  All engineering 

students at the U of A were invited to attend this dinner and job fair.  The turn out was high and 
many students were successful in getting their resumes circulating among companies and some even set 

up formal interviews!  It was a great networking event.   
 

In November, SWE hosted its second annual Suite with SWE event.  High School girls in their senior year, 
who have been accepted into the College of Engineering at the U of A, were invited to come spend two days 
with SWE members.  They arrived on a Sunday and had a range of activities to partake in, including: BBQs, 
faculty/student panels, and scavenger hunts.  Sunday night the girls stayed in the dorms with current SWE 
members and then Monday, they attended engineering classes with SWE members in the specific 
engineering field they were interested in.  This event was put on in hopes of keeping the girls�� ��
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SWE was founded in 1950 and is a non-profit educational service organization of 
college engineers, graduate engineers and male and female engineers with 
extensive engineering experience. SWE has an international membership of over 
14,000 members located in 104 local sections and 329 collegiate sections. SWE 
Corporate membership is available to organizations that employ engineers and are 
interested in supporting the goals of SWE. 



Brigham Young University 
 

The BYU section finished our last semester 
with a banquet to celebrate the work and ca-
maraderie of the semester.  We enjoyed hav-
ing our Faculty Advisor, Spencer Magleby 
and his wife, our new Assistant Advisor, 
Lisa Barrager and her husband and our new-
est Construction Management faculty member 
Maile Rogers and her husband join us and meet 
all of our new members. 
 

Our next adventure was the Region B and J Conference in 
Las Vegas, NV.  We were able to take multiple members 
and enjoyed our time bonding with each other and meeting 
members from other schools.  Our section especially en-

joyed the technical presentation about Hoover Dam and the loca-
tion!  We were grateful to leave the snow and cold of Provo for a 
weekend. 
 

This semester has also kicked off our outreach program.  We 
were able to reach out to a religious young women’s group and 
talk about the different options for majors and careers and what 
classes they should take in high school to prepare for college.  We 
had a bridge building contest with the girls.  They were allowed 
marshmallows and toothpicks and had to build a bridge that 
would hold the most army men. 
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University of California, Irvine 
 

The past few months have been busy ones for SWE at UC Irvine! 
We have had many fun and bonding activities including Ice Block-
ing, our Annual Gingerbread House competition, a special talk 
from a Fluor representative and more. 
  

What we have really been busy with, however, is preparing for our 
biggest event of the year, Our 5th Annual Networking Night located 

in the Atrium Hotel! Networking Night is our very own event where 
representatives from local engineering companies and UC Irvine engi-

neering students may network and establish contacts in a business casual 
dinner environment. All of us have been working very hard in preparation for Net-

working Night and we anticipate having representatives from more than 20 
companies and 175 attendees this year! 
 

One creative advertising idea we are currently employing is wearing 
matching shirts that advertise Networking Night on the front. Already 
many students have stopped more than one SWE officer, asking further 
details for the event. And of course, the traditional daily tabling has helped 
get us noticed as well! 
  
In order to help students prepare for Networking 
Night, we have created our very own Profes-
sional Development Series. This series features 
a resume workshop for students to get tips on 

how to write or improve winning resumes, an etiquette workshop to teach stu-
dents proper etiquette in a dinner setting, and more. 
 
Our 5th Annual Networking Night is coming up on February 28, 2007, and we hope to see you there!! 
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University of San Diego 
 
During the beginning of the New Year, USD Chapter president Birsin Sivar, and Vice president 
Cher Engebrecht attended the SWE Joint Region Conference in Las Vegas, NV.  The event was a 
great opportunity for its attendees to network with several other Chapters and businesses.   
 

Discussions and overviews concerning Region B were held in order to update its members on 
its current condition, future aspirations, and any concerns that its members may have.    
 

The University of San Diego SWE Chapter has also been diligently working to organize the 
annual� Evening With Industry event that is to be held on February 22, 2007.  The event will 
take place on the University of San Diego campus in UC Forum B.  Evening With Industry is a 
special luncheon that focuses on exposing aspiring engineers to the corporate world.   Represen-
tatives from businesses all over southern California are invited to be involved in this special 
event.  Here, students will be able to hear talks about what companies demand from future employ-
ees.   Evening with Industry has be a great networking tool for many involved students.  �



Cal Poly, SLO 
 

SWE at Cal Poly SLO has been busy this year.  
After winning 6 awards at the National Confer-
ence in Kansas City, MO the members and offi-
cers continued with their new and improved line-
up of annual events.  
� 

On Thursday November 9, 2007 SWE hosted 25 
high school students at the Cal Poly Campus.  
These students toured a number of engineering labs 
where they talked to students and faculty about engineer-
ing.  They also participated in a number of fun events including 

a private lunch with the Dean, rock climbing, and crafts.  We attended the Central Coast professional SWE 
section meeting where we ate a wonderful spaghetti dinner.  Afterwards, the students were invited to spend 
the night in the dorms to get the full college experience. 
 

We ended the quarter participating in a number of events to help those in 
our community during the holiday season.  We collected canned food with 
SBES to give to the SLO Women’s Shelter, traveled to the SLO Woman’s 
Shelter to organize gift baskets, and joined the Surfrider Foundation in a 

Beach Clean-up. However, we didn’t forget about our 
members!  We held an awesome Winter Social for 
members of SWE, IEEE, ACM, SHPE and SBES.  
This included a wonderful night of food, games, and a very interesting gift exchange… 
 

SWE kicked off winter quarter with a winter officer retreat where we hosted Leadership 
Coach Autumn Smith to present training modules for all 
our officers.  We got two great modules covered as a group 
and also had some great one-on-one coaching.      
 

So far, SWE held two General meetings for our members.  
Our first meeting was the Evening With Industry sign-up 

meeting, where our members chose from 35 different companies to sit with.  
EWI will be on Friday, February 9th and will feature Vi Brown, past National 

SWE president, the presentation of Outstanding of Women Engineers, 
Most Supportive Professor, $41,000 in scholarships to our members.   

 

Cal Poly SLO had a presence at the Region B Conference in Las Vegas, NV where 25 officers 
gained training to boost their leadership and professional development skills.  And of course, 
we enjoyed the sights and 
sounds that Las Vegas has 
to offer!  SLO has many 
more events planned this 

year like outreach activities 
for E-week, six different in-

dustry tours, Girl Scout Day, and 
Space Day.  Even though we are 

in SLO, we keep pretty busy!�
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Loyola Marymount University  
 

This year, Loyola Marymount 
University SWE has been busy 
trying to increase membership 
within our section and be more 
active with community outreach. 
Last semester, we hosted a 

SWEets social which turned out to 
be a huge success considering 

engineers don�t usually turn down free 
deserts. It also gave us an opportunity to 

promote our section and recruit new members. In 
January, five members were able to attend the 
regional conference in Las Vegas. This was the 
first time we�ve been able to attend a conference 
in two years so it was a lot of fun and it was also 
very helpful. We were able to talk to many 
professionals about career-related issues and we 
received some excellent advice on how to improve our section. Not to mention, it was a great opportunity to 
finally meet some other SWE members from Regions B and J.  
 

This semester, we�ve been busy planning some awesome events. For E-week, we are participating in 
Raytheon�s shadow an Engineer Day where members get to experience a day in the life of a practicing 
engineer. In March, we will be participating in a conference called Expanding your Horizons. This 
conference includes several workshops and is primarily for girls ages 6-13. Our members will be making 
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We are also beginning to plan the annual 
engineering and computer science banquet which 
is only a few months away. Each year our 
section hosts this event for faculty, students, and 
parents as a way of promoting unity 
within our own community. At this 
event, we are able to honor 
graduating seniors and retiring 
faculty members. The Dean also 
presents awards to students and 
the seniors give gag gifts to the 
professors. Overall, it is a fun 
event and we are really looking 
forward to it.  
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University of California, San Diego 
 
We’ve been having a great year at UCSD and it 
looks to get even better as the quarter goes on. 
We kicked off our school year with a very enthu-
siastic group of SWE members and we have held 
at least 7 events each 10-week quarter. Our an-
nual Evening With Industry was also a complete 
success and we’re happy to report that both stu-
dent and professional alike were impressed by the 

level of preparation that went into our EWI. We had great turnout and next year we’re already plan-
ning on a bigger location. 

 

Here at UCSD we feel that SWE is not only about professional 
preparation but about commitment to the community as well as to 
one another. Our members participate in 
weekly outreach at Spreckels Elemen-
tary School. Each week SWE members 
help the students of Mrs. Filson’s fifth 
grade class do science experiments that 
the Outreach committee picks. This way, 
we can get 5th graders exposed to the en-

gineering field and thinking about pursuing an engineering career of their very 
own! 

 

Our motto is that all work and no play 
is just not SWE. We always try to hold 
a 1:2 ratio of social events to profes-
sional workshops. It’s important to us 
that we bond as women and allow 
SWE to give our membership and the 
campus something more than what the any other pre-
professional organization can offer. With our Big Sibs/Lil Sibs 
and our mentoring program, we get together and really connect 

and touch bases with one another. We had a impromptu scavenger hunt night and for Valentine’s day 
we’re having a craft day. Our Sibs can paint picture frames and decorate them together and then 

take a photo together go into them.  
 

During the holidays we also decided to hold a charity event as well. We combined our idea of 
a holiday party for the membership with a toy drive. Each guest brought a toy that was do-
nated to Toys for Tots, a Marine Core char-
ity, and then stayed to enjoy good food and 
friends. For us, it was a great way to end our 

fall quarter and we hope to make this quarter 
as successful and fun for the whole crew. 

 

For more information about our events, please 
visit: http://www.ucsdswe.org�
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This year Regional Conference was held in Las Vegas, Nevada.   
 

The conference was an excellent opportunity for learning more about SWE, attending workshops, attending a 
huge career fair, and meeting students and professionals from other parts of the region.   
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SWE UCLA with Elvis  

The beautiful Paris hotel  SDSU and UCSD hard at work during the brainstorming session 

Cal Poly SWE at the airport  


