
Quad City/Muscatine Section News 1 May 2008 

 

 
Volume 7, Issue 8 May 2008 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter from the President: 
 

The warm weather has finally come and the 
water has started to recede.  Hopefully no one 
floated away down the river!  This is the last 
newsletter of the year so let’s take a few 
minutes to recap of our year. 
 
Last fall started with our meeting at the 
planetarium and our first flower fundraiser that 
did quite well in the 2 weeks!!  We received 
several awards at the national conference for 
meeting our membership goals and for our Girl 
Scout event last year.  Over the winter there 
was the regional conference in Peoria, Trivia 
Night with IIE, and helping out with Girls’ Night 
Out, a engineering informational session held at 
St. Ambrose for girls and their female guests 
who are interested in engineering.  So far this 
spring we have had A Night Out with SWE at 
Penguin’s Comedy Club, had another flower 
sale, and held another successful Girl Scout 
event.  The last events of year will be our May 
meeting and our Birdies for Charity fundraising.  
I think we should take the summer off for all our 
hard work! 
 
Just a reminder that annual membership ends 
at the end of June.  For the paid members of 
our section, please renew your membership.  If 
you aren’t a current member of our section or 
society, please think about joining our section 
next year.   
 
Thank you to everyone for this great year.  It 
has been an honor to serve as your president.  I 
look forward to seeing everyone at our end of 
the year picnic in a few weeks!   
 
Sincerely, 

� � � � � � �� 	 � 
 � � �
President 
Quad Cities/Muscatine Section 

SWE Officers 
2007-2008 

President 
 Brenda Murphy 
 The HON Company 
 (563) 262-4382 
 MurphyB@honcompany.com 
 
Vice President 
 Angel Jacobs 
 Jacob & Hefner 
 (309) 757-1900 
 ajacobs@jacobandhefner.com 
 
Secretary 
 Karmen Heim 
 Stanley Consultants 
 (563)  264-6287 
 heimkarmen@stanleygroup.com 
 
Treasurer 
 Nancy Shell 
 Stanley Consultants, Inc. 
 (563) 264-6428 
 shellnancy@stanleygroup.com 
 
Section Representative 
 Ellen Huntley 
 John Deere Davenport Works 
 (563) 388-4152 
 HuntleyEllenM@JohnDeere.com 
 
QCESC Representative 
 Katie Ehrke 
 Deere & Company 
 (309) 765-5742 
 EhrkeKathrynE@JohnDeere.com 
 
Outreach Coordinator 
 Donna Jones 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 (309) 794-5371 
 Donna.M.Jones@mvr02.usace.army.mil 
 
Webmaster 
 Rochelle Trefry 
 MidAmerican Energy Comp 
 (563) 333-8259 
 Rochelle.trefry@swe.org 
 
Alternate Section Representative  
 Paula Raney 
 John Deere Parts Distribution Center 
 (309) 756-1471 
 RaneyPaulaJ@JohnDeere.com  
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Sections/Quad_Cities/ 
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Join SWE in May for our End of Year Potluck.  
Let’s celebrate the end of another successful 
SWE year.   The winners of the 2008-2009 
cabinet election will be announced. 
 
Program:   End of Year Potluck 
 
Who: Friends and Family of 

SWE 
 

When:   Tuesday, May 20, 2008
  

Time:     6pm  
 
Where:     West Lake Park 
  High Meadows Pavilion 

110th Avenue  
Davenport, IA 

 
Meal:  Please bring a dish to 

share. 
 

BBQ Hamburger, 
Hotdogs, Drinks.     

 
Meeting Cost:  None 
                    
Please RSVP to Angel Jacobs at 
ajacobs@jacobandhefner.com by 4:00pm 
on May, 19, 2008.  Please include what 
you are bringing with your RSVP. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Directions to : 
Take Hwy. 61 North to 110th Ave., turn 
North on 110th Ave.  Go a couple miles to 
Gate 4.  turn right into gate four.  Drive 
until fork in road take the right fork to High 
Meadows Shelter. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Check out National SWE’s new website at: 
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/ 
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You can join SWE on the web. Go to 
http://www.swe.org/membership. Follow the easy instructions 
from there to join or renew your membership.  Forms can either be 
printed or you can join online.  The Online Application for new 
members will take you approximately 20 minutes to fill out.  Keep 
in mind that many companies will pay dues for professional 
organizations, so be sure to ask! 
 
Once you are a SWE member, you will then be able to log into the 
member directory to update your registration and search for other 
SWE member contact information.  You will be helping not only 
yourself, the regional organization and the national organization, 
but you will also be helping our section.  Twenty percent of your 
membership fee is returned to our local section.  

�

Birdies of Char ity  
Once again our SWE section will be participating in the 2008 John 
Deere Classic Birdies for Charity program.  The way Birdies for 
Charity works is to obtain flat dollar donations OR pledges of 1 
cent or more for every “birdie”  made at the 2008 John Deere 
Classic Golf Tournament.  A 1 cent pledge per birdie has 
historically resulted in a donation of approximately $20.  In 2007, 
1,863 birdies were scored during the 2007 John Deere Classic, and 
over 60 people guessed the exact number of birdies. Those who 
guessed the exact number of birdies participated in a drawing to 
determine the grand prize winner. 
 
The 2007 John Deere Classic Birdies for Charity Program raised 
approximately $3.8 million in pledges.  Our SWE section received 
$75.89 in pledges and $7.58 in bonus dollars from the 2007 
program.   
 
All organizations with pledges turned in by June 20, 2008 will 
receive free tickets and parking for the week.  If we reach $1.00 in 
pledges over last years total or $10,000 in flat donations by June 
20, 2008, we will receive 10 any day tickets to the tournament. 
 
Our top five fundraising people will receive a Birdies for Charity 
pin.  
�
Please plan to pick up some pledge forms at our May meeting or 
email Nancy Shell at shellnancy@stanleygroup.com for forms.  
Just hand them out to friends, family, and co-workers.  ALL the 
money we raise will come back to us.  All administrative or 
promotional costs of the program are paid by John Deere.  Birdies 
for Charity collects the pledges after the tournament and sends all 
money received from our donators to our organization plus a 10% 
bonus. 
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Eleven people attended the April meeting 
at GPC.  In addition, 3 women engineers 
from GPC hosted the tour.  Thank you to 
GPC’s Coralie Voss, Emily Meierotto, and 
Stacie Cochran for taking the time to host 
the tour!  GPC’s kitchen staff prepared a 
wonderful meal just for our group.  Let’s 
just say, no one left GPC hungry that 
evening! 
 
Coralie Voss, an engineer in the Feed 
Recovery Division, spoke about the 
history of the company and the different 
types of corn based products that GPC 
makes.  We also watched a GPC 
marketing video.   
 
GPC is a privately owned company 
founded in Muscatine, IA by two families 
the Kents and the Steins.  There is also a 
second GPC plant located in Washington, 
Indiana.  GPC provides corn based 
products such as maltodextrins, corn syrup 
solids, starches, ethyl alcohol to food, 
pharmaceutical and personal care markets.  
GPC receives the majority of its corn from 
sources within a 100 mile radius of the 
plant.  Even though GPC is located near 
the river and rail, the majority of its corn is 
trucked in.   

 
Following the discussion and video, 
attendees went on a tour of the maltrin 
spray drier and bagging area. 
 
Thank you to Donna Jones for planning 
this meeting!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scholarship Committee 
 

Our section is currently looking for 
volunteer(s) to start up a scholarship 

committee.  The committee will focus on 
establishing guidelines for awarding 
future scholarships to applicants.  To 
volunteer for this committee, please 

contact Brenda Murphy at 
MurphyB@honcompany.com 
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A few photos from the Girl Scout Event!!! 
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   Upcoming Web Seminars:  
 

New SWE Webinars are just a click away. eLearning designed just for you in mind. Go to 
http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/ for more information.  All Web seminars begin at 5:00 p.m. (EST) 
 
May 13, 2008 
Analytical Tools for Engineers -Product Life-Cycle Management (PLM), Michelle Teixeira 
 
May 28, 2008 
Excelling as the Technical Guru, Dr. Carrie Leonard 
 
SWE Web seminars are FREE for SWE members and $49 for non-members.  

Events: 
 
May 12, 2008: ASM International (Quad-City Chapter) 
Topic: Golf Classic 2008 
For more information: Please contact BTMurchieQET@yahoo.com     
 
October 12, 2008: Quad City/Muscatine Girl Scout Badge Workshop, St Ambrose 
   
Nov. 6 - 8, 2008: 2008 SWE National Conference - Baltimore, MD 
 
Oct. 15 - 17, 2009: 2009 SWE National Conference - Long Beach, CA 
 
Nov. 4 - 6, 2010: 2010 SWE National Conference - Orlando, FL 
 
For more local engineering meetings, check out:     http://www.qcesc.org/calendar.htm 

      VOTE! 
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Give us Your  Opinion - Surveys! 

 
6� � � ����� 
 �� 
 � 
 �� �� � �� � � ���� � � �� � � ��� � �%�
� ���
 � 
 � � �� � � � 
 � � "��7 
 � ����� 
 �� � � � � � � �� � �� �
� 
 � � 
 �8� �� � � � 
 � �� � �� 
 � 
 � � �� 
 � 
 � � �
� � � �� � � 
 � �! 
 � ! �
 �� � �9� �� �� 7 : �� � � � 
 � � �
� 
 
 � ��� � 1��� �� 
 � ��� � � �� 
 
 �� � � �
 � � "��7 
 � ����
� �� � �� 
 �� � �� � �� �� 
 � 
 � � ��� � � � 
 � �� � �
� 
 � 
 � � �� 
 � 
 � � �! 
 � ! �
 � � � �� ���1
 �� � �� 
 
 �
�� � ��� � � � 
 �� 
 
 � �� � � "��� �
 � � 
 �! � � � �� 
 �� � � � �
� 
 � � � 
 � � �� 
 � � � � 
 ��� ��
 � � � �� � ��� � � � 
 �� 
 
 � �� � �
� � ! �� � "���
�
� ��� � � �
 � � 
 �� � � �* � 
 � � �� � � �! �
 � � 
 �� � � � � � � � �
0� � 
 
 ��
 �/ � 
 �� � �� � �0� � 
 
 ��
 "� � 
 �� � 5 �  
 "� � � "�



Quad City/Muscatine Section News 7 May 2008
  

 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  The 3-Day  -  Walking to Help End Breast Cancer Forever 
The 3-Day is a 60 mile walk over 3 days to support Susan G. Komen for the Cure, which is all about ending 
breast cancer.  The money goes for research, helping women get tested, and sending the message that early 
detection is the key!  Mary Lou Williams and Nancy Shell are walking the Chicago 3-Day in August, but 
they need your help.   In order to walk, each walker must get sponsors for at least $2,200.  We have already 
put in $100 each, so maybe you could please do the same?  We are gladly taking on the training, the fatigue, 
the blisters and the sunburn over the next 3 months to do our part. 
Everyone has been touched in some way by breast cancer.  No family should lose a mother prematurely. Or 
a dear friend, sister, wife, daughter, co-worker. No one of us, just diagnosed, should have to look at the mirror 
in the morning and say: Will I survive? Everyone deserves a lifetime: We feel it deep in our bones.  Can you 
imagine a world without breast cancer? It's hard, given how pervasive the disease is. But go ahead, let 
yourself envision that world. Because it's not a fantasy. It's a reality within our grasp. Each step taken on the 
Breast Cancer 3-Day brings us closer to ending the disease forever.  Every advancement in breast cancer 
research, treatment, education and prevention in the last 25 years has been touched by a Komen for the 
Cure grant. * 

Early detection comes in 3 steps.  1) Self exam every month.  2) Yearly exam by your doctor.  And 3) Yearly 
mammograms beginning at age 40.  If you have risk factors, these may need to start earlier.  See your 
doctor.  Talk to your doctor.  And please spread the word.  Tell your sisters, your daughters, your friends.  
Breast cancer affects 1 in every 8 women!  Do your part to help.  Donate.  Go to www.the3day.org to 
donate.  Just type in the walker©s name.  For more information about Susan G. Komen for the Cure, breast 
heath or breast cancer, visit www.komen.org or call 1-877-GO-KOMEN (1-877-465-6636).  Thank you! 
* From www.the3day.org website  

 
A Few Notes From National and Sectional News 

What's been approved recently by the BOD? 
- Program Development Grant Chair-Elect for remainder of FY08 - Reena Singhal Lee 
- Increased Diversity & Inclusion Funding 
- Diversity & Inclusion Training for several national level leaders in June. This leadership training will enhance the 

skills of our leaders and provide them with applicable skills for their roles in SWE and in their professional and 
personal lives. This session is designed to provide insight and skills to become more effective leaders in creating 
an inclusive environment within SWE. 

- SWE President©s Award- The President©s Award will provide the president of SWE with the opportunity to give 
special recognition to individuals or organizations that have made significant contributions to women in the 
engineering profession. Each president may present one such award and the individual/organization to receive the 
award must be approved by the board of directors. 

- The first President©s award recipient will be presented to Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D TX) for her 
efforts to advance women in engineering, particularly in academia.  Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson is 
one of the founders of the Diversity and Innovation Caucus and has been a sponsor of bias elimination legislation 
for the Higher Education Act. Congresswoman Johnson©s work with SWE has been a factor in our success in 
public policy. 

-  
What did the BOD approve to add to next year's budget? 

- Director of Operations position at HQ- someone to oversee day to day operations 
- Fund development staff at HQ 
- Social Media Methods- you tube, facebook etc. 
- International pilot programs 
- Collegiate focus group 
- Continued work on COR governance 

 


