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Letter from the President: 
 

I hope everyone had a great holiday season and 
everything has returned back to “normal” under the 
mountains of snow we have received in the past couple 
of weeks and now it has almost all melted away.  I spent 
a couple of weeks on the road (and in the air) traveling 
throughout the country with stops in Waterloo, Atlanta, 
St. Louis, and Kansas City.  It is definitely nice to be 
home. 
 
This past month in Muscatine several members 
participated in helping a Brownie troop earn the Society 
of Women Engineers Try It badge.  This was an 
excellent way for our section to achieve one of the main 
goals of our society, informing young women/girls of the 
opportunities available in engineering.  This one Brownie 
troop is just a small part of the local Girl Scout Council 
that covers Eastern Iowa and Western Illinois.  April is 
right around the corner and our annual Girl Scout event 
will definitely be a highlight of our year. 
 
At the regional and national level, the scholarship 
committee is looking for sections to volunteer their time 
in reviewing applications for awarding SWE 
scholarships.  This would be an excellent way for our 
section to get involved at a higher level, but also a good 
way to start the necessary groundwork and pick up a few 
pointers for establishing and maintaining our own 
scholarship program at a local level.   
 
If your New Year’s resolution is to eat healthy join us on 
the 22nd at HyVee in Bettendorf.  There will be lots of 
tips for staying healthy and a cooking demonstration.  
Don’t miss this meeting because we will be handing out 
packets for fundraising, and the topic for February’s 
meeting, based on your vote, will be announced.  See 
you January 22nd in Bettendorf. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Join SWE in January for a discussion on 
Portion Distortion hosted by Hy-Vee.  
 
Ms. Mitchell will explain how serving sizes 
have changed within the past twenty years as 
obesity is on the rise.  Other helpful tips such 
as learning how to read a nutrition facts label 
will be discussed.  The dietitian will bring a 
variety of samples to taste-test that help 
satisfy those cravings. 
 
Topic: Portion Distortion with 

Cooking Demonstration by 
Hy-Vee 

 
Speaker:  Stacy Mitchell, RD, LD  
 
When:   January 22, 2008, Tuesday 
 
Time:     6 pm 
 
Where:  Hy-Vee Club Room 
                 Second Floor  
                 2900 Devils Glen Road 
                Bettendorf, IA 52722 
 
Meal:  Provided with 

Demonstration 
 
Cost:   $10 / person   
 
Please RSVP to Ellen Huntley at 
HuntleyEllenM@JohnDeere.com by 
Thursday January 17, 2008. 
  

 
 
Directions to Bettendorf Hy-Vee 
East on the Middle Road exit from Interstate 
74 until Middle Road intersects Devils Glen 
Road.  

**OR**  
West on the Middle Road exit from Interstate 
80 until it intersects Devils Glen Road. Close 
to Palmer Hills Golf Course. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Institute of Industrial Engineers is pleased to host a fun event for all science and engineering 
programs, departments, and disciplines – 
 
Engineering and Science Trivia Night 
Friday, February 1st, 2008 at 6 p.m. 
Rogalski Center (Center Ballroom), St. Ambrose University, Davenport, Iowa 
 
Our  SWE Section would like to form a team for  this event.  Please contact Katie Ehrke at 
EhrkeKathrynE@JohnDeere.com if you are interested in being on a SWE team.  
 
For more information on the event, please contact IIE representative Ms. Bonnie Thiede at 
ThiedeBonnieJ@JohnDeere.com  
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Region H Conference   
Lights, Camera, SWE!  
 
Hosted by: Bradley University  
Dates: January 25-27, 2008  
Location: Hotel Pere Marquette and the 
Peoria Civic Center  
 
Go to http://www.buswe2008.com/  for 
more information. 
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Scholarship Committee 
 

Our section is currently looking for 
volunteers to start up a scholarship 

committee.  The committee will focus on 
establishing guidelines for awarding 
future scholarships to applicants.  To 
volunteer for this committee, please 

contact Brenda Murphy at 
MurphyB@honcompany.com 
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The November meeting was held at the 
Hershey Building in Muscatine, Iowa.  
Two guests from Endless Ideas were 
present to help attendees with craft 
projects.  Ten (10) attendees were 
present for the meeting.  Attendees made 

either a set of 3 Christmas cards or a 2 
page scrapbook layout.  The projects 
were fun to complete and everyone had a 
great time!  Karmen Heim planned this 
meeting.

 
 

 

 
 
Plans are underway for the April Girl Scout Outreach event.  If you would like to volunteer 
your time to help plan the event or would like to volunteer for the day of the event, please 
contact Donna Jones, 5 � � � � "A"� � � � � > � � � � � "� � � � "� 
�"�
�
Date of Event:  Sunday, April 20, 2008 
Location:   St. Ambrose University, Rogalski Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Muscatine Brownie Activity 
 
On December 18, 2007 volunteers, Brenda Murphy, Nancy Shell, Alyssa Price and Karmen 
Heim, helped a local Muscatine Brownie troop earn their SWE Try-It Badge.  The girls 
rotated through a series of 4 activities – Puff Mobile, Gumdrop Dome, Paper Tower, and a 
discussion on how engineers make livers easier and better. 
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Web Seminars: 
 

New SWE Webinars are just a click away. 
eLearning designed just for you in mind. Go to 
www.swe.org for more information.  
All Web seminars begin at 5:00 p.m. (EST) 
 
 
January 15, 2008 
Executive Coaching: How It Can Boost Your 
Career  
Michele Vitti, Founder and Principal of 
Sunata Consulting 
 
January 29, 2008 
What You Should Know About Interacting 
with Executives 
Rachel Hutter 
 
February 12, 2008 
Emerging Strategies for Leveraging a Global 
Workforce 
Tana Utley 
 
February 20, 2008 
From Campus to Cubicle: What to expect 
your first year on the job 
Connie Shoemake 
 
March 12, 2008 
Making a Risk a Winning Strategy 
Kathryn Mayer 
 

 
SWE Web seminars are FREE for SWE 
members and $49 for non-members. 

Flower Power  
Fundraising 
 
Our section is gearing up for the spring 
flower sales.  For anyone that missed the 
fall sales here is your chance to buy 
flower bulbs that will be delivered at the 
April meeting.  Our  section will receive 
50% of the sales that are made which will 
be used towards meetings, speakers, girl 
scout events, and establishing a 
scholarship fund.  If you are interested in 
buying or selling the flower bulbs contact 
Angel Jacobs at 
ajacobs@jacobandhefner.com.   
 
A brochure will placed in the website 
shortly and orders can be emailed to 
ajacobs@jacobandhefner.com   
�
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SWE 2007-2008 Meeting Schedule*  
Date Topic Planner  Location 

Tuesday,                     
Sept. 25, 2007 

Planetarium Tour Angel Jacobs Augustana Campus 

Tuesday,                     
Oct. 16, 2007 

Speaker - Six Sigma - Mike Harper Katie Ehrke Bettendorf Library 

Tuesday,                     
Nov. 27, 2007 

Endless Ideas - Scrapbooking Karmen Heim Muscatine 

Tuesday,                      
Jan. 22, 2008 

Hy-Vee - Portion Distortion Ellen Huntley Bettendorf 

Tuesday,                     
Feb. 26, 2008 

Speaker - Pam Hillary - Kneading 
Minds  Topic - Escape from Horrid 

Meetings 
Katie Ehrke 

John Deere Davenport 
Works Visitor Center 

Tuesday,                          
March 25, 2008 

Botanical Center Angel Jacobs Quad Cities 

Tuesday,                        
April 22, 2008 

GPC Tour Donna Jones Muscatine 

Tuesday,                               
May 20, 2008 

Family Event Angel Jacobs TBD 

*Depending on facility availability meeting topics may 
change.     

 
 
Help Plan at Meeting  
Know of a great meeting place? Want to help plan a meeting? Please consider volunteering 
to help plan a meeting. There are several meetings that are in need of a meeting place and 
someone to coordinate them. If interested in being involved, contact Angel Jacobs at 
ajacobs@jacobandhefner.com for more details 
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November  9, 2007 – February 23, 2008 
Leonardo Da Vinci Exhibit, Putnam Museum 
For more information: http://www.putnam.org/exhibits.html 
 
February 19, 2008: St. Ambrose University 
Topic: Girls’  Night Out, The Road to Engineering 
For more information: Please contact StremlowBeckyJ@sau.edu 
 
March 11, 2008: St. Ambrose University 
Topic: Exploring Engineering Careers 
For more information:  Please contact MichelsThomasJ@sau.edu. 
 
May 26, 2008: ASM International (Quad-City Chapter) 
Topic: Golf Classic 2008 
For more information: Please contact BTMurchieQET@yahoo.com        
 
For more local engineering meetings, check out:     http://www.qcesc.org/calendar.htm 
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President’s Duties 
1. Leadership of the section 
2. Prepare agendas for monthly section meetings 
3. Prepare agendas for monthly cabinet conference calls 
4. Attend and facilitate section meetings 
5. Assume all other executive duties not otherwise delegated 
6. Coordinate all activities and execute the business and policies of the section between meetings 
Estimated time commitment ~ 12 hrs/month 
 
Vice President’s Duties 
1. Organize the planning of monthly meetings (Note: This does not mean you have to plan every meeting. We will 
continue to use volunteers to plan each meeting.) 
2. Perform all duties of the President in her absence 
3. Attend monthly section meetings and cabinet conference calls 
4. Take on the Presidential Role the following year 
Estimated time commitment ~ 4 hrs/month 
 
Secretary’s Duties 
1. Record and distribute meeting minutes to section cabinet 
2. Publish and distribute the monthly newsletter 
3. Attend monthly section meetings and cabinet conference calls 
Estimated time commitment ~ 6 hrs/month 
 
Treasurer ’s Duties 
1. Prepare, maintain, and report on the financial position of the section 
2. Maintain the membership spreadsheet for the section 
3. Attend monthly section meetings and monthly cabinet conference calls 
Estimated time commitment ~ 4 hrs/month 
 
Section Representative’s Duties 
1. Report to the section on the business matters received through correspondence from national and the region 
2. Represent our section at the Council of Representatives (2 meetings per year, 1 at the Region Conference and 1 at 
the National Convention) 
3. Attend monthly section meetings and monthly cabinet conference calls 
4. Participate in regional conference calls (approx. once a quarter) 
5. File quarterly section reports with the Region Director to send to the Board of Directors 
Estimated time commitment ~ 5 hrs/month 
 
Quad Cities Engineer ing and Science Council Representative 
1. Represent SWE at Quad Cities Engineering and Science Council monthly meetings 
2. Attend monthly section meetings and monthly cabinet conference calls 
Estimated time commitment ~ 4 hrs/month 
 
Career  Guidance Committee Chair  
1. Lead career guidance committee 
2. Coordinate outreach events 
3. Attend monthly section meetings and monthly cabinet conference calls 
Estimated time commitment ~ 3 hrs/month 
 
Webmaster  
1. Update and maintain the section’s web page 
2. Attend monthly section meetings and monthly cabinet conference calls 
Estimated time commitment ~ 3 hrs/month�
 


