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SWE HARTFORD EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 09.14.2006
SWE Hartford Executive Council
President: Suzanne Woll, United Technologies Research Center

Vice President: Jonna Gerken, Pratt & Whitney

Secretary:  Michelle Montepara, Sikorsky Aircraft
Treasurer: Carol Coppa, Northeast Utilities

COR Representative:
Sherisse Hughes, Hamilton Sundstrand

Certificate of Merit Chair:  Claudette Hickey, IBM

Scholarship Chair:  Erika Rodriguez, Pratt & Whitney

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster:  Liz Garypie, Sikorsky

To: SWE Executive Council

From: Michelle Montepara, Secretary

Scholarship Award
Received $2,000 from Alstrom. Need to develop award criteria, check with the CT section to see what they use. Suzanne suggested that the form we develop should mimic the National level scholarship application so that easy flow-upstream could occur.  Action: Suzanne to discuss with Erika.  Erika will propose a plan to the Executive Council at the next meeting.  
Treasurer’s Report
$5,000 was put into a 5% interest-bearing CD.  
Financial Report was signed by Suzanne to be submitted to SWE HQ.

Membership

Action: Michelle is to determine the demographics and size of our section.
Events for FY07
Certificate of Merit: Successful event last year. We would like to continue.
Individual College Events: Networking Night with Smith College, holding the COM awards at a the University of Hartford
P & W Take Your Child to Work Day
Space Camp: Suzanne Woll completed Space Camp applications in FY06 for 2 students and 1 received the honor to attend! Only 7 were chosen among all the Regions in SWE! Action: Suzanne to write article for newsletter. Action: TBD We would like to invite the recipient to an event such as the region conference and also continue putting in applications for FY07
Girl Scouts: Suzanne was contacted by a West Hartford Girl Scout leader. Suzanne suggested a smaller event than in previous years. Action: Suzanne will connect with Girl Scout leader and plan a February event.  

E-Week: Jennifer offered to help. Action: Jonna will contact the schools this fall for interest for the February event.

Some suggestions for other meetings were made.  Action: TBD Need a point person to arrange each events.
Technical Meetings: Ideas included How to Invest, Project Management, and Design for Six Sigma.  Carol is the Section President of New England Section of PMI (Project Management Inc.) Hosting a joint meeting is a possibility as they attract 50-60 attendees (because PEUs are offered).
Professional Development: Correct (cell phone, email, etc.) Communication, “Pet Peeves” discussion by SWE experienced engineers (without turning into a gripe session) 

A trip to the Children’s Science Center in West Hartford, CT– Would be open to SWE members and their children.  Group pricing may be possible. 

SWE Happy Hour: Geared toward new engineers looking to socialize, make friends from the area, low key networking, and weekend fun.

SWE Hartford Coffeehouse: Idea appeals to larger population of SWE members.  Possible Ideas – Book Club, Article Discussion, Experienced SWE members offering anecdotes, etc. ACTION: Suzanne will investigate ideas and plan first event.
Reception for Jonna Gerken, 2006 Distinguished New Engineer Awardee. Perhaps in conjunction with first Coffehouse?

Night of Laughter event: Action: Suzanne will forward information on a Night of Laughter for Women event. 

Women’s Habitat for Humanity: Ideas include wearing SWE shirts, only invite SWE members and family who are 18+. Action: Jonna will check availability.

Connecting with the Collegiate Sections
Regional Goal – “Hug a Student Section”

All Collegiate Section Presidents will be added to the SWE-Hartford listserv to inform them about SWE Hartford events.  Action: Michelle will send a “Welcome to SWE-Hartford” email to the Collegiate Section Presidents and also add them to the listserv.

Michelle is working to contact all schools in region - ensuring their reports are submitted on time, they have a counselor and faculty advisor, and we have contact information for each.  Action: Michelle will work to get all sections a SWE counselor.
Action: Jennifer will look into setting up a joint meeting with the UCONN SWE chapter. Possible discussion topic: Having a SWE booth that the Invention Convention, Gampel Pavilion in the spring.
Website
Job advertisement process: Posting gets sent out to SWE Member listserv first, then approx. 1 month later - in newsletter to listserv and nonmembers, then posted on website.  Do we want to request donations from companies if we agree to post their job listing?
P & W gave money as well and we should also be thanking them on our website. Action: Liz to put logo and $4,000 amount with thank you on the website.

Regional Conference
Action: Michelle will forward a list to the Regional Conference Committee of companies who have used SWE Hartford to solicit open positions.

Areas for Improvement over FY06 Year
Make more connection with student sections!
Be leaders and hold independent events for E-Week!
Minimize cancellation of good-intention meetings!
Interesting Fact: Did you know that our SWE Hartford Treasurer, Carol Coppa was the Regional Director for SWE New England from 1994-1996?
AT a Glance Calendar for 2006

Sept – Joint Mtg

Oct – Coffehouse and Reception

Nov – Habitat for Humanity Women’s Build

Dec – Evening with Smith

Jan – Science Center Trip?

Feb – E-week and Girl Scout event

March – Evening with UConn?

April – Certificate of Merit

May

Need also to fit in mtgs on Project Management and Professional Development



Meeting Details


9.14.06


6:15-9:00pm


Bertucci’s, Newington, CT


Members Present: Suzanne, Jonna, Carol, Jennifer, Michelle
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