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Last Month’s Events

April was a busy month for SWE-Hartford.  Hope to see you all at future events!

Smith College Evening With Industry

Submitted by: Sherisse Hughes

The Smith College annual Evening with Industry was held on Thursday, April 14, at the House of Teriyaki, Japanese restaurant in Northampton, MA.  Several SWE-Hartford officers were there: Sarah Johnson, President; Jonna Gerken, Secretary; and Sherisse Hughes, Professional Development Chair.  We had dinner and networked with over 15 Smith College engineering students.  Sherisse’s baby daughter, Elyse, was also there and had a chance to be cuddled by everyone.

The brave ones had sushi and the rest of us had California rolls and teriyaki.  It was great to see how the students have progressed from last year.  About half the group were sophomores and juniors.  They were curious about how we balance work and other aspects of our lives.  They were also interested in advice for starting an engineering career.  We discussed their plans for summer break.  I learned about the Smith ABET accreditation process (it’s almost complete).  We also talked about the Fundamentals of Engineering exam, which every Smith engineering student has to take.  One of the seniors, Mimi Zhang, is going to engineering graduate school at Berkeley, and the other, Michelle Montepara, is starting at Sikorsky this summer.  Michelle was honored with a speech as a driving force behind the Smith SWE chapter.  Sarah, Jonna, and myself also had a chance to catch up since we don’t often see each other.

It was well worth the short 30-minute drive north.  I would recommend taking advantage of this event when it comes around again next spring.

21st Annual Certificate of Merit
Submitted by: Liz Garypie

The 21st Annual SWE-Hartford Certificate of Merit Awards Ceremony was held at the University of Hartford on Tuesday, April 26th.  Sixty-one (61) high school juniors representing approximately 33 high schools from the greater Hartford and Springfield areas were honored this year.  The students were nominated by their teachers and guidance counselors as having completed three years of mathematics and sciences classes with excellence, and being active in their school and/or community.  Many of the students and their parents were able to attend the ceremony this year and were treated to four wonderful speakers who talked about the rewards of careers in engineering.  The speakers reflected on how they got into engineering, what a typical day is like, and what they enjoy about their jobs.  Many of the students expressed great interest in pursuing an engineering or technical career and had lots of great questions!  Special thanks to our speakers this year: Lynda Fredette, Jake Mendelssohn, Qing Huo, and Liz Garypie.

Thank you to all the SWE-Hartford and University of Hartford SWE members who helped to make this year’s event a great success; especially Jonna Gerken, Sarah Johnson, Carol Coppa, Karen Swartz, Jen Levins, and Lauren Zaccaro.   

Pratt & Whitney Take Your Child to Work Day

Submitted by: Jonna Gerken

On Thursday, April 28th, SWE-Hartford once again participated in the annual Pratt & Whitney Take Your Child to Work Day (TYCTWD) event.  This is the 4th time that SWE-Hartford has sponsored a booth at this event, and it was, as usual, a huge success.  This year’s TYCTWD theme was “From Fiction to Future” and SWE-Hartford had a great experiment for the kids.  We made Silly Putty™ with over 200 eager participants.  Multi-colored gobs of putty sprung from mixing glue, detergent, and water.  It was a very popular booth and the kids (as well as some of the parents) learned what a colloid* is.  They also learned that it was invented here in Connecticut in 1943 in an attempt to make synthetic rubber. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped during the day: Laura Newell, Aimee Santeler, Christina Stenman, Shelton Richards, Kim Sullivan, Kendra Stafford, Kerri Wojcik, John Riehl, and Sonya Snyder.  They kept up with the crowds of kids and did a great job!

*A colloid is something that is both a solid and a liquid at the same time, a suspension.  For example, toothpaste, mayonnaise, and fog or smoke.
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   Save-The-Date

May 24

End Of Year Dinner

May 25

Career Networking Event



Rensselaer, Hartford

October 29
SWE Hartford 50th Anniversary

November 3-5
SWE National Conference



Anaheim, CA

November 12
SWE/Girl Scout Event


If you are interested in helping coordinate an event, please contact Jonna at JonnaCG@sbcglobal.net or Sarah at sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com.

Join Us!

May Meeting

SWE-Hartford End of Year Dinner

Tuesday, May 24, 2005

6:00 PM

Marco Polo Club, East Hartford, CT

Keynote Address: 

Engineers Without Borders

Santisuk, Thailand

Sarah Johnson, SWE-Hartford President

Cost is $10 for SWE Members

RSVP to Sarah Johnson (sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com) by Friday, May 20th 

Hartford Alumni Chapter of

Rensselaer Career Networking Event

Wednesday, May 25, 2005

6:00-8:30 PM

Rensselaer at Hartford, Seminar Hall

275 Windsor Street, Hartford, CT

Whether you seek to improve upon your current position, are looking for better career opportunities, or are actively seeking a job, this program will provide you with the opportunity to discuss networking techniques and experiences, and practice your communication skills.

Career management firms, government agencies, and technical organizations will be present to provide information and answer your questions related to the job market, how to successfully identify and approach opportunities, and the tools and advice necessary for career advancement in today’s job market.  Information tables from participating organizations will display related materials.

The evening will begin with a brief welcome and introduction of the participating representatives by Tom Tarantelli, Director of Career Services at Rensselaer and Tony DeMarco ’72, President of the Hartford Alumni Chapter.  A networking session will follow allowing the exchange of ideas, success and failure stories, sources for networking, job search sources, and possible career opportunities.  Refreshments will be available during the evening and a question and answer session will wrap up the evening.

SWE-Hartford Executive Council

Don’t Forget to Vote!

The new SWE year begins on July 1st.  So, it’s time to fill the SWE–Hartford Executive Council officer positions for the next year.  All paid members should have receive via email this year’s nominees and voting ballot.  FY06 officers will serve from July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.  Please make sure to fill out your ballot and return it to Jonna Gerken as soon as possible!

Call for Volunteers!!

SWE-Hartford FY06 

Vacant Committee Chairs
The following non-elected positions are currently seeking volunteers to serve as Chair for FY06.  Please note that all positions are open to all members of SWE-Hartford.  If you have any questions on duties, feel free to contact any of the current chairs or Sarah Johnson (sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com).  FY06 Committee Chairs will serve from July 1, 2005 through June 30, 2006.  We really need your support to continue to improve the quality of programs and services we offer to our membership.  This is your chance to actively participate in the leadership of a great organization!  Thanks in advance for your time and consideration.

Career Guidance Chair

Certificate of Merit Chair

Scholarship Committee Chair
If you are interested in filling one of these positions, or recommending another SWE-Hartford member for any of these positions, please contact Sarah Johnson (sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com) or Jonna Gerken (jonnacg@sbcglobal.net). 
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Get involved in SWE-Hartford TODAY!

SWE-Hartford is looking to fill the following section positions:

Lunchroom Table Volunteers

SWE-Hartford is always looking for volunteers to staff lunchroom tables at their companies to promote SWE.  The Section will provide all the required materials, such as schedule of events, open section positions, local outreach opportunities, etc.

Meeting/Event Coordinators

SWE-Hartford is always looking for volunteers to help organize and coordinate monthly events/meetings.  The Section is constantly looking for event and program ideas as well as people to help organize them.  If there is an event topic you would like to see or help coordinate, please contact Jonna (JonnaCG@sbcglobal.net) or Sarah (sarah.Johnson@hs.utc.com).  
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Calling all Articles!!

The SWE Hartford News is always looking for new and interesting material for its pages.  If you have something you think would be of interest to the membership or would like to see included, email Liz Garypie (newsletter editor) at Egarypie@sikorsky.com.  Information for the next monthly newsletter must be received by the 28th of the previous month.
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