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Last Month’s Events

Submitted By: Sarah Johnson

We had a very successful National Engineers Week (E-Week) 2005!  On Friday, February 4th, six SWE Hartford professional members participated in “Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day” in Simsbury, CT by providing hands-on science and engineering related workshops for many Girl Scout troops.  There was a really great turnout of 70 junior girl scouts, who participated in interactive, hands-on activities that were presented by our SWE members with the assistance of 6 cadette girl scouts.  The activities taught the girl scouts about different areas of engineering.  Our hope was to make engineering seem fun and to encourage girls to continue their studies in math and science.  Special thanks goes out to Carol Coppa, Suzanne Woll, and Sherisse Hughes for their help in making this a very successful event!

On Saturday, February 9th, five SWE Hartford professional members participated in an event sponsored by SWE, NSBE, and SHPE at Bloomfield High School.  Student teams participated in an engineering design competition to build a self-motion vehicle with limited supplies.  

On Thursday, February 24th, ASME sponsored their Annual Engineering Awards Banquet.  Professional engineers from around Hartford were recognized for achievements made during the year.  The event was held at Adams Mill Restaurant.

SWE is the sponsor for E-Week 2006, and an annual banquet is already in the planning stages.  If you would like to become involved, please contact Sarah Johnson (sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com). 


   Save-The-Date

March

Women’s History Month

March 30
SWE CT 2005 Annual Scholarship Awards Banquet

April 2-3
Region F 2005 Conference

April 14

Networking Dinner w/Smith College

April 28

Bring Your Child to Work Day

April 30

Connecticut Invention Convention



UCONN

April TBD
Annual Certificate of Merit Awards

May TBD
End Of Year Banquet

October 29
SWE Hartford 50th Anniversary

If you are interested in helping coordinate an event, please contact Jonna at JonnaCG@sbcglobal.net or Sarah at sarah.johnson@hs.utc.com.

Join Us!

April Meeting

SWE Networking Dinner With Smith College

Thursday, April 14, 2005  

6:30 PM

Pizzeria Paradiso, Northampton, MA

RSVP to Sarah Johnson (sarah.Johnson@hs.utc.com)

This event has been limited to 20 people – 12 students and 6 professional members.  Spots are available on a first-come-first-serve basis.  If you are interested in attending, please contact Sarah.  


SWE CT 2005 Annual Scholarship Awards Banquet

March 30, 2005, 5:30 pm
From: Jeanne MacIlvain, SWE CT

Dear Hartford Sister Section –

I am helping with publicity for our upcoming SWE CT 2005 Annual Scholarship Awards Banquet and would like to extend an invitation on behalf of our section to the members of your section.  This year the banquet is scheduled for March 30, 2005 and our keynote speaker is going to talk about the Project Lead The Way (PLTW) student outreach program.  The flyer containing more information is attached to this newsletter.  Hope to see you all there!

SWE Region F 2005 Conference

“Positioning Yourself for the Future”

April 2-3, 2005
From: Emily Synk, SWE Region F Governor

I hope you will attend this year’s Region F Conference, “Positioning Yourself for the Future” on April 2-3.  The conference features speakers and workshops that will give you the tools you need to succeed in the ever-changing workplace.  Registration closes on March 25, so don’t delay!

On Saturday, April 2, the conference will be at U-Mass Amherst.  The conference kicks off with a dinner and reception from 6-9 PM.  We are honored to have Betty Shanahan, SWE’s Executive Director, as our dinner speaker.  The Region F business meeting runs from 1 to 5 PM that afternoon.  The agenda includes brainstorming on trends for women in engineering, region business, region elections, and national SWE business.  The meeting is open to all.

Sunday’s events run from 8 AM to 5 PM.  The day begins with keynote speaker Barbara Reinhold from Smith College, author of “Free to Succeed: Designing the Life You Want in the New Free Agent Economy.”  A career fair featuring New England – and New York area companies will run for most of Sunday.  There are five concurrent workshop tracks to meet the interest of all conference attendees: Project Management, Entreprenurial, Personal Development, Student and SWE Tracks.  Meals include continental breakfast, a networking lunch, and closing reception.  Other conference programs include the SWE boutique and a poster session to showcase members’ technical, academic, and SWE achievements.

For more information about the conference, including complete session descriptions, hotel information, and directions, visit www.swe.org/regionf/conf_files.

The conference brochure can be downloaded from www.swe.org/regionf/2005_brochure.pdf.  Conference registration is available at:

www.acteva.com/booking.cfm?bevaid=81122
If you have any questions about the conference, SWE, or Region F, feel free to contact me at emily.synk@swe.org.  I hop e to see you at the 2005 Region F Conference!

Bring Your Child To Work Day

April 28, 2005
United Technologies will once again have their annual Bring Your Child to Work Day on April 28th.  SWE-Hartford is looking for volunteers to help with the SWE booth in the Pratt & Whitney hangar.  If you would like more information about this event, or wish to volunteer, contact Jonna Gerken at jonnacg@sbcglobal.net.

Connecticut Invention Convention

April 30, 2005

Gampel Pavillion, UCONN - Storrs, CT
From: Ron Lizzi, CIC VP & Judging Coordinator

We are writing to ask you to consider being a judge for the Connecticut Invention Convention (CIC).  As you may know, the CIC is a statewide program that allows students from grades K to 8 to learn about and experience inventing.  Of the estimated 10,000 students from about 90 CT schools that participate in the program, over 650 of the best inventors will bring their inventions to this year’s convention.

The students are separated into groups of approximately 10, and their inventions are reviewed by their peers and two or three judges.   Over 120 judges, including engineers, scientists, educators, attorneys, entrepreneurs, marketing and other professionals are needed to judge. 

Judge training begins at 8:30 AM, and judging takes place later in the morning for approximately one hour.  Judges are then free to go or have a complimentary lunch, view the inventions, and join us for the award ceremony.

If you wish to participate, please send an email with the following information to Ron Lizzi by March 18th:

· Name

· Address (Street, City, State, Zip)

· Employer

· Occupation

· Preferred E-Mail Address

· Day Phone

· How many times have you judged at the CIC before?

· Do you prefer a particular grade (K-4, 4-6, 6-8, or no preference)?

· If you wish to judge with a particular person, please provide his/her name

If you are selected as a judge, we will e-mail you all of the necessary information prior to the event, including a complete schedule, directions to the CIC, and judging instructions.

For pictures and other information about the event, please visit our web site at:

www.CtInventionConvention.org
Thank you for your consideration.  We hope to see you at the CIC on April 30!

Engineers Without Borders, USA

Santisuk, Thailand

Submitted by: Sarah Johnson
On a sunny day approximately three weeks after the devastating Tsunami of 2005, the people of the obscure north Thailand village known as Santisuk cheered as the first drops of irrigation water started trickling out of their new aqueduct.  Now they could grow their crops year round instead of only during the rainy season.  Similar to the live stone aqueducts of the ancient Roman Empire, the new modern materials version aqueduct provides a pathway for water to cross several intervening ravines using only gravity.  Joining the villagers enthusiasm were five members of the American team of engineering students from the University of New Hampshire (UNH), professional advisors and student project advisor Sarah Johnson, a Project Engineer from Hamilton Sundstrand UTC, a graduate of the UConn.  The Americans who designed and built the aqueduct and arranged to have the materials donated by Uni-Bell Corporation were all volunteer members of the organization known as Engineers Without Borders. 


Engineers Without Borders, (EWB-USA) based in Colorado, is a volunteer organization promoting international engineering projects headed by founding president Bernard Amadei.  Several Universities and professional engineers support various chapters of EWB and work on respective projects at differing locations around the world. With the blessing of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand and Prince Bhisadet Rajani from Chiang Mai, the village of Santisuk has been the subject of an ongoing sequence of civil engineering projects by the UNH school of engineering.  The projects are designed to improve sanitation and quality of life for the approximate 100 people living in the village.  A previous EWB-USA project ran a portable pipeline to the village from a water spring approximately 1800 feet up the side of a hill.  The pipeline improves sanitation by eliminating the previous accumulation of surface contamination from the run off stream the villagers were using instead of hiking up and down the hill to the clean spring source.  It is anticipated that the long-term ramifications of the projects will promulgate future viability of the region.

Approximately eight months ago, Sarah received an invitation to visit Thailand from an international student she met from Thailand who also graduated from the University of Connecticut.  Upon accepting the invitation Sarah set forth to find means of further maximizing her experience while in Thailand.   During her networking activities as a member to the ASME and the President for the Hartford section of the SWE, she became aware of EWB-USA.  Upon contact with EWB-USA she was informed of the UNH involvement in Thailand.  Several trips to New Hampshire resulted in her appointment in the campaign as a project advisor.   

 
On the day after Sarah's arrival at the Bangkok airport, the Tsunami of 2005 occurred.  There was no damage inland at her location, only the western coastal regions.  The geographical shape of Thailand is similar to that of a frying pan.  With the handle pointing downward, the areas directly to the left of the handle were damaged while the areas to the right of the handle were untouched.  Sarah was located to the right of the handle.


The village of Santisuk is located in the northwestern part of Thailand.  It lies in a region that is somewhat hilly, with bamboo groves, rice fields, and partial jungle areas infested with scorpions and spiders the size of average person's open hand.  Although the crocodile situation has been cleaned-up, it is not uncommon to witness the silent movements of an occasional cobra.  The area is subject to the yearly rains and flooding caused by the monsoons.  Accordingly, most houses are built on stilts of bamboo with roofs made from thatch.  The newly constructed public school is, however, built from masonry to western standards.


The subject project is a hybrid system composed of three aqueducts suspended over ravines each having connections to sloping sections of an existing stream emanating from a large mountain spring source.  The destination is several farming irrigation fields.  The water is not intended to provide potable water, but instead will allow farming irrigation year round.  The system provides a solution to the problem of a lack of water during the dry season.  During the monsoon season the intervening ravines fill with water, overflow, and thus, provide a continuous path for water to get to the farming fields, but during the dry season, the ravines turn into mud pits and water is interrupted.


The aqueducts consist of 14-inch diameter Poly-Vinyl-Chloride (PVC) pipe sections that are 16 feet long.  Each section of the pipe is coated with an Ultraviolet light blue colored pigment to prevent degradation due to sunlight.  Careful fluid flow calculations by the students resulted in a design requirement of as many as 8 sets parallel pipes for the largest aqueduct span of approximately 60 feet.  All pipe sections were glued together.  The suspension structures that support the pipes and hold them in place were made from structures made of pressure treated red wood to resist rot.  All of the hundreds of sections of PVC pipe and red wood were hand carried up and down the ravines, over partially rotted bridges, disintegrating log crossing, and through the steaming big bug infested jungle by both villagers and members of the EWB-USA team.


When asked if Sarah could identify anything that could have improved her experience while in the village, she responded that being able to better understand the dialog of the language would have made things easier.  Many times she had to resort to using gestures, and impromptu sign language to express herself.  The villagers likewise had to improvise.   Regardless of how a language barrier can sometimes result in interesting situations, the cheers and happiness Sarah witnessed at the conclusion of the project transcended all languages.


If you are interested in learning more about Engineers Without Borders, please contact Sarah, or else check out the website:  www.ewb-usa.org, or if you are interested in becoming involved with EWB-USA in Connecticut, Sarah is also the president of the Connecticut Professional Partners Section.
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Get involved in SWE-Hartford TODAY!

SWE-Hartford is looking to fill the following section positions:

Lunchroom Table Volunteers

SWE-Hartford is always looking for volunteers to staff lunchroom tables at their companies to promote SWE.  The Section will provide all the required materials, such as schedule of events, open section positions, local outreach opportunities, etc.

Meeting/Event Coordinators

SWE-Hartford is always looking for volunteers to help organize and coordinate monthly events/meetings.  The Section is constantly looking for event and program ideas as well as people to help organize them.  If there is an event topic you would like to see or help coordinate, please contact Jonna (JonnaCG@sbcglobal.net) or Sarah (sarah.Johnson@hs.utc.com).  
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Calling all Articles!!

The SWE Hartford News is always looking for new and interesting material for its pages.  If you have something you think would be of interest to the membership or would like to see included, email Liz Garypie (newsletter editor) at Egarypie@sikorsky.com.  Information for the next monthly newsletter must be received by the 28th of the previous month.
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SWE Connecticut Section

Annual Jean R. Beers Scholarship Awards Banquet

Wednesday March 30, 2005
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The Society of Women Engineers Connecticut Section invites the technology community and guests to an evening reception celebrating the accomplishments of extraordinary female students from local universities who have been selected to receive scholarships from our section. 

We are pleased to announce that Gregory Kane, Connecticut Department of Education State Supervisor for Technology Education and Vocational Agriculture, will be our featured keynote speaker. Mr. Kane will give a presentation on Project Lead the Way (PLTW). PLTW is a national alliance for pre-engineering programs. The alliance involves middle schools, high schools, colleges and universities in partnership with industry and professional organizations. The objective is to address the needs in America, now and in the future, for highly skilled technology workers.
Join us for an exciting event to learn how to encourage students to pursue a career in engineering and congratulate our 2005 SWE Connecticut Scholarship Recipients. We will also be recognizing our Corporate Sponsors for 2005, whose continued support of our scholarship program makes it possible to grant multiple awards.  
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Location: Southport Brewing Company
2600 Post Road

Southport, Connecticut 06490

(203) 256-BEER

Directions: http://www.southportbrewing.com/directions.html

Times:  5:30 p.m. – Network    

  6:00 p.m. – Dinner

  7:00 p.m. – Program

Price:   $25.00 – SWE Students

  $30.00 – SWE Members

 $35.00 – Non-Members

Visit www.swect.com for dinner menu selection and more information about our event.

RSVP by March 25th to SWE CT Secretary Micki Metsopoulos at:  micki2@swe.org
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